Challenges to Publications in Canadian Public
Libraries from September 2021 to August 2022

The Canadian Federation of Library Associations—Fédération canadienne des associations
de bibliotheques provided this information before Freedom to Read Week 2023.
The following list of challenges is incomplete; the CFLA-FCAB did not learn
of every challenge in Canada in this period.

Books and Graphic Novels

The Boy’s Book of Adventure by Michele Lecreux and others
Date of Challenge: May 16, 2022
Type of Book: juvenile non-fiction
A library patron returned a book in one of the library’s drop boxes. A note asked the library to
“please review this book as the illustrations are questionable/racist. Ex: pp. 64-67.”
The library has a policy that deals with challenges, but no written challenge was filed.
After assessing the book, the library regarded the images on pages 62—67 (the section
called “The Native American Way”) as outdated and inappropriate. The library checked other
libraries’ collections and discovered that few libraries still had the book. A librarian wrote: “We
had two copies in the collection, and they were removed.”
Date of Resolution: June 7, 2022

Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator by Roald Dahl

Date of Challenge: Feb. 23, 2022

Type of Book: juvenile fiction

A parent expressed concern about the scene where the U.S. president tries to call the Chinese

premier.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, but no written challenge was filed. The
library left the book on the shelf.
Date of Resolution: Feb. 24, 2022

La corne de rhinoceros by Franquin
Date of Challenge: Sept. 22, 2021
Type of Book: teen fiction; graphic novel
La Corne de rhinoceros is part of the Spirou and Fantasio series of adventure books. This book
depicts non-white characters in a racist way, a member of the library’s staff said. This person
asked for the book’s removal.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was filed. But
the library retained the book and planned a fuller study for later in 2022. Another librarian
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noted that the library had had previous complaints about the series and asked: “Are they
classic? Satiric in nature—okay for teens and adults?”
Date of Resolution: Dec. 20, 2021

Course poursuite au studio de cinéma by Hervé Eparvier

Date of Challenge: April 7, 2022

Type of Book: juvenile fiction

An adult complainant objected to “stereotypical images” of Indigenous people and the
“misrepresentation” of items that Indigenous people may or may not use, including images on a
teepee. The complainant specifically referred to pages 20 and 21 and asked for the book’s
removal from the library.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was filed. But
the library kept the book in its collection. The “image is of a movie set,” a librarian wrote. “The
actors have various skin tones and ... could be Indigenous themselves—it is less clearly a case of
‘playing Indian.” Err on side of retaining material for older children who can understand the
context around such images.”

Date of Resolution: May 6, 2022

Croc copain by Lucie Phan

Date of Challenge: Oct. 7, 2021

Type of Book: picture book

The main character is an affectionate crocodile who addresses the reader. The book
manipulates child readers, an adult complainant said, and asked for the book’s removal.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was filed. But
the library kept the book, and its status remained unchanged. A librarian noted that Croc copain
had good reviews and could be found in other libraries.

Date of Resolution: Oct. 27, 2021

Dréle de papa by Bruno St-Aubin

Date of Challenge: March 1, 2022

Type of Book: juvenile fiction

An adult complainant objected to the depiction of two children and their father dressed up as
cowboys and Indians. He asked for the book’s removal from the library.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was filed. The
library later agreed that these images, which were aimed at preschoolers, were inappropriate
for the library’s collection. Dréle de papa was removed.

Date of Resolution: April 6, 2022




Emily’s Runaway Imagination by Beverly Cleary
Date of Challenge: Oct. 30, 2021
Type of Book: juvenile fiction
A library patron objected to characters in the story making fun of a man’s proficiency with the
English language: “We should not be teaching children that this is funny or acceptable.” The
patron asked for a Request for Reconsideration form and demanded the book’s removal.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. But after the written challenge was filed,
the library’s Collection Advisory Group decided to keep the book in the collection.
Date of Resolution: Jan. 20, 2022

Encyclopedia Brown Solves Them All by Donald J. Sobol

Date of Challenge: Oct. 24, 2021

Type of Book: juvenile fiction

The library received a complaint about the descriptions of Indigenous people in this book. The
customer wrote: “l understand that a book of this vintage will have some dated content, and |
often use such content as teaching moments with my children. However, the story starting on
page 25 contains a large number of racist terms, none of which | think a child should be
reading. Examples include ‘redskins,” ‘scalping’ [and] ‘war paint.” [The story] describes First
Nations in a derogatory fashion. It greatly concerns me that children would read this content on
their own.” The customer asked the library to remove the book.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. After a written challenge was filed, the
library responded to the customer. The library elected to retain the book because of the
library’s collection development policy, customer demand and the book’s critical reception. No
change in the book’s status occurred.

Date of Resolution: none

Fancy Nancy: The Dazzling Book Report by Jane O’Connor

Date of Challenge: May 21, 2022

Type of Book: juvenile fiction

An adult complainant said the book works against efforts to repair and reconcile our

relationships with Indigenous people. It refers to Indigenous people as “Indians.” The book also

describes Sacajawea, a historical figure, as a princess who helped explorers. But, the

complainant added, she was sold to explorers, impregnated and made to marry one of them at

the age of 12. She was a slave. The complainant asked for the book’s removal from the library.
The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed, but the

library chose to keep the book in its collection.

Date of Resolution: July 7, 2022




The Fox Went Out on a Chilly Night by Peter Spier

Date of Challenge: Oct. 21, 2021

Type of Book: picture book

Images of a fox catching and eating a goose are offensive to children, said a member of the
library’s staff. He or she proposed moving the book to a more age-appropriate part of the
collection.

This book is based on an old English folk song. It’s a Caldecott Honor Book winner (1962)
and has received good reviews. In North America, The Fox Went Out on a Chilly Night is
classified as a picture book in other public libraries.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed, but the
book’s status did not change.

Date of Resolution: Dec. 17, 2021

Francine Poulet Meets the Ghost Raccoon by Kate DiCamillo
Date of Challenge: Aug. 9, 2022
Type of Book: juvenile fiction
An adult complainant expressed concern over the use of “nut job,” which is a derogatory term
for people who have mental iliness. The complainant wanted the book removed.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was filed. But
the library noted that

e Kate DiCamillo is a celebrated American author and a two-time winner of the Newbery

Award;

e this book, which is intended for children ages six to nine, was well reviewed upon
release; and
e the language that the complainant identified as offensive is only a small part of the book
and not integral to the whole work.
The library retained the book, and its status did not change.
Date of Resolution: Aug. 18, 2022

Fred Gets Dressed by Peter Brown

Date of Challenge: April 22, 2022

Type of Book: juvenile fiction

An adult customer expressed concern that the book “grooms” children to cross-dress and
implies that it’s okay for a boy to dress as a girl. The customer requested the removal of the
book.




The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was filed. After
receiving the challenge, the Vancouver Island Regional Library (VIRL) convened a staff review
panel, which decided to retain the book.

The library sent a formal letter to the customer; it said that the book fell within the VIRL’s
collections development policy, which seeks to “represent as many viewpoints as possible.” The
VIRL also indicated that it drew on many trusted review sources such as School Library Journal
and Publishers Weekly when the VIRL decided to acquire new books. Fred Gets Dressed was
described as a story of acceptance and family love. The VIRL also advised the customer that the
decision aligns with its commitment to the CFLA’s Statement on Intellectual Freedom and
Libraries.

Date of Resolution: May 5, 2022

Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe
Date of Challenge: Nov. 2, 2021
Type of Book: graphic novel
A library patron challenged this teen graphic novel. First, the patron left an anonymous
message on the voicemail of an information desk phone; then, the patron emailed a message
and left a name. The patron felt the book was controversial and questioned the library’s policy
about graphic pedophiliac pornography aimed at teens and young adults. The patron wanted
the book removed from the collection.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, but the patron submitted no Request for
Reconsideration form. The library decided not to remove the book from its collection.
Date of Resolution: unrecorded

Date of Challenge: Nov. 23, 2021

Type of Book: graphic novel

The complainant felt that Gender Queer was child pornography. A librarian wrote: “The
complaint felt like a hit-and-run scare email. When | emailed a copy of our Request for
Reconsideration form, the complainant did not respond.” Gender Queer remains in the library’s
collection, but there is only a digital copy.

Date of Resolution: Nov. 23, 2021

Ghost Hunter’s Handbook: Supernatural Explorations for Kids by Liza Gardner Walsh

Date of Challenge: Sept. 28, 2021

Type of Book: juvenile non-fiction

A parent read part of this book with a five-year-old child and objected to the “morbid” content,
including a photograph of the battlefield of Gettysburg. The parent said the book was
inappropriate for children.




The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was filed.
However, the library reclassified the book and moved it to the intermediate-level (8—12 years
old) children’s non-fiction collection.

Date of Resolution: Oct. 19, 2021

Halloween Surprise by Corinne Demas
Date of Challenge: Oct. 16, 2021
Type of Book: juvenile fiction
A customer expressed concern that the derogatory word “gypsy” appeared in the book and
didn’t want children to think it was acceptable. The customer wanted the book removed from
the library’s collection.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. The customer filed a written complaint,
but the library decided to keep the book in its collection. The book’s status did not change.
Date of Resolution: Nov. 9, 2021

Heartstopper, volume 1, by Alice Oseman

Date of Challenge: July 20, 2022

Type of Book: teen fiction; graphic novel

A grandmother allowed her granddaughter to check out a book from the library’s young-adult
section. She chose Heartstopper, volume 1, which has a male homosexual theme. Thinking the
book inappropriate, the grandmother complained to the library and demanded the book’s
removal.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was filed. The
library’s acting CEO reviewed Heartstopper, volume 1, by collecting reviews of the book, by
discussing it with the children and youth librarian and by reading the title. The acting CEO
decided to keep the book in the young-adult section but move the young-adult section away
from the children’s area.

Date of Resolution: July 27, 2022

Hitler’s Table Talk compiled by Martin Bormann

Date of Challenge: Feb. 14, 2022

Type of Book: adult non-fiction

An adult complainant suspected that the publishing house was racist and suggested that the
library get the book from a different publisher.! The complainant asked for the book’s removal
from the library.

1 The CFLA-FCAB source did not name the publishing house.
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The library has a policy that deals with challenges. The complainant submitted a written
complaint. Because of the book’s condition and low circulation, the library decided to remove
copies from the collection. But, a librarian noted, other editions remained available from the
library’s SmartLibrary partners.

Date of Resolution: March 6, 2022

How to Draw Manga: Basics and Beyond! by Ryo Katagiri, Hiroyuki Sengoku and Yukio Onishi
Date of Challenge: Sept. 10, 2021
Type of Book: juvenile non-fiction
The library received a note in its return box with this book. In the note, the complainant
expressed disappointment at having found this book in the juvenile non-fiction section. She said
this “sexually explicit” book sent the wrong message to young boys and girls, and she wanted all
Japanese manga and anime removed from the library.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, but no written challenge was filed.
However, the library reclassified the book and moved it to the adult non-fiction section.
Date of Resolution: Sept. 10, 2021

The Infinite Moment of Us by Lauren Myracle

Date of Challenge: Nov. 8, 2021

Type of Book: teen fiction

A library patron, who had been sent by a local councillor, felt that “diversity, inclusion, equity,
etc.” had been weaponized so that everyone promoted them. He felt that pornography [his
word] had found its way into school libraries and that “diversity” and “inclusion” had provided
part of the rationale. He noted that some books—The Infinite Moment of Us by Lauren Myracle,
Me and Earl and the Dying Girl by Jesse Andrews and Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe—were on
the shelves of the Whitby Public Library. He had asked the councillor if he was “okay with that.”
He said that children were under “ideological assault.”

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, but this library patron didn’t demand
any specific action. A librarian responded to the councillor, outlining the library’s collection
development policy and the Board’s commitment to intellectual freedom. The response
included a copy of the Recommendation for Reconsideration form. The librarian also took
umbrage that these materials were characterized as “child pornography.” But the librarian
never got a response from the councillor or the library patron.

Date of Resolution: none

Irreversible Damage: The Transgender Craze Seducing Our Daughters by Abigail Shrier
Date of Challenge: Sept. 3, 2021
Type of Book: adult non-fiction




A library patron (in fact, a youth aged 12-18 years) formally challenged this book because, the
patron claimed, it could harm transgender youth and discourage parents from accepting their
children’s gender identities. The patron also claimed that the book conveyed inaccurate
information and promoted hatred. The patron wanted the book removed.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed. The library
responded in writing that it supports intellectual freedom and that some controversial items
will appear in the collection. The book was not removed.

Date of Resolution: Sept. 8, 2021

Date of Challenge: Oct. 7, 2021
Type of Book: adult non-fiction
The library received a message via Instagram. The sender asked why the library purchases
transphobic books. The sender also wanted the book removed.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. The library sent a message to the
complainant and kept the book.
Date of Resolution: unrecorded

Date of Challenge: Nov. 17, 2021
Type of Book: adult non-fiction
The library received an email about Irreversible Damage. The person claimed the book
promoted hatred but did not want further discussion, so no follow-up was possible.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. The status of the book in the library
remained the same.
Date of Resolution: Nov. 17, 2021

Date of Challenge: Nov. 18, 2021

Type of Book: adult non-fiction

A library patron contacted the library and expressed concerns about /rreversible Damage.
The library has a policy that deals with challenges, but no written challenge was filed. The

library’s manager had an hour-long conversation with patron; they listened to each other’s

points of view. In the end, the book’s status in the library remained unchanged.

Date of Resolution: Nov. 26, 2021

It Isn’t Rude to Be Nude by Rosie Haine

Date of Challenge: Sept. 8, 2021

Type of Book: picture book

An adult complainant emailed the library about this “inappropriate book in the children’s
section.” The complainant wrote:

e “Young children looking at crudely drawn graphic photos of naked adults is not okay by
any stretch.”



e The book conveyed a “confusing message contrary to the more necessary idea that
private parts [are] private.”
The complainant filed a written complaint and requested the book’s removal.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. Responding to the complainant, the
library emailed background facts about Rosie Haine and reviews of the book that included
comments about the celebration of bodies and body positivity. The library also stated its policy
of encouraging parents to assess the suitability of books for their children and read with their
children to “place language, pictures and subject matter in context.” The book’s status in the
library remained unchanged.

Date of Resolution: Oct. 8, 2021

Let’s Talk About It: The Teen’s Guide to Sex, Relationships, and Being a Human by Erika Moen
Date of Challenge: Dec. 8, 2021

Type of Book: teen fiction; graphic novel

Graphic cartoon images of sexual acts shouldn’t be available to youth under 18 years old, an
adult complainant said. This person asked for the reclassification of the book in the library’s
collection.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed. After
considering the proposal, the library moved the book into the teen non-fiction collection
because the teen graphic novel collection included books aimed a younger age group.

Date of Resolution: unrecorded

Le livre des c’est pas moi! by Hervé Eparvier
Date of Challenge: Sept. 16, 2021
Type of Book: picture book
A member of the library’s staff objected to the depiction of white characters wearing
Indigenous clothing and asked for the book’s removal from the library.
The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed, and the
library eventually removed the book from the collection.
Date of Resolution: Dec. 21, 2021

Mais que font les parents la nuit? by Thierry Lenain and Barroux

Date of Challenge: Dec. 8, 2021

Type of Book: picture book

A member of the library’s staff objected to the depiction of white characters wearing
Indigenous clothing and asked for the book’s removal from the library.




The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed. After
considering the challenge, the library withdrew the book from the collection. Such images could
be racist or insensitive; in preschool books, the images could be powerful and harmful, the
librarians thought.

Date of Resolution: Jan. 25, 2022

Mashima Hero’s by Hiro Mashima
Date of Challenge: Feb. 1, 2022
Type of Book: juvenile fiction
A father said that this manga didn’t seem appropriate for kids. He questioned the way that
sexual consent was presented in the book. He also asked that the book be reclassified and
moved to a more age-appropriate part of the library’s collection. (Mashima Hero’s is classified
“for young readers” elsewhere in the library network.)

The library does not have a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was
not filed.
Date of Resolution: none

Migrants by Issa Watanabe

Date of Challenge: March 21, 2022

Type of Book: picture book

An adult complainant described the book as dark and creepy. The main character is a creepy
skeleton, and a bunny character drowns trying to escape its forest home. The complainant
asked the library to reclassify the book and move it to a more age-appropriate part of the

library.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was filed. But
the library decided to keep the book in the juvenile picture book section.
Date of Resolution: May 10, 2022

Minnie and Moo: Will You Be My Valentine? by Denys Cazet

Date of Challenge: Jan. 29, 2022

Type of Book: juvenile fiction

An adult complainant objected to the turkeys in the book shouting “Indians” when they’re shot
with an arrow. The complainant asked for the book’s removal from the library’s collection.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a Request for Reconsideration form
was filed. But the library decided to retain the book in the children’s fiction (reader) collection.
The book’s status in the library remained the same.

Date of Resolution: Feb. 22, 2022
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Mon bébé aspirateur by Béatrice Fontanel
Date of Challenge: Sept. 22, 2021
Type of Book: picture book
A member of the library’s staff objected to the depiction of a white character wearing
Indigenous clothing and asked for the book’s removal from the library.
The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed, and the
library eventually removed the book from the collection.
Date of Resolution: Dec. 28, 2021

My Nana and Me by Irene Smalls

Date of Challenge: June 1, 2022

Type of Book: picture book

An adult customer returned a children’s picture book with the following comment: “Itis a
beautiful book but sadly uses the word ‘Eskimo’ in reference to Kunik which is a way of showing
deep love by Inuit people. ‘Eskimo’ is a colonial name given to the people of the North. In the
name of truth and reconciliation, | feel that reading/hearing this word used perpetuates its use.
Thank you for your time and consideration.” The customer asked for the book’s removal.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed, and the
library removed the book from the collection. A librarian wrote: “We assessed the pages the
customer referenced and, yes, the phrase ‘Eskimo kiss’ is used in the book. The word ‘Eskimo’ is
outdated and considered offensive and racist. Also, due to its age and low circulation, ... we
discarded the title (we had just the one copy).”

Date of Resolution: June 1, 2022

Le petit livre des premieres fois by Stéphane Daniel
Date of Challenge: Nov. 30, 2021
Type of Book: picture book
A member of the library’s staff objected to the depiction of a white character wearing
Indigenous clothing and asked for the book’s removal from the library.
The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed, and the
library removed the book from the collection.
Date of Resolution: unrecorded

Petit Poilu: Les sauveurs d’Outoupousse by Pierre Bailly
Date of Challenge: May 20, 2022
Type of Book: juvenile fiction
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An adult complainant said this “dated” book conveyed racial stereotypes: inappropriate
Indigenous content appeared on every page. The complainant asked the library to remove the
book from its collection.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed, but the
library retained the book in its original location.
Date of Resolution: June 23, 2022

Satan in Sackcloth by Bill Bedwell

Date of Challenge: Sept. 1, 2021

Type of Book: poetry

A member of staff delivered this book of poetry to the librarian in a post-secondary library. The
complainant was not identified, but the book’s title apparently presented a “moral issue.”

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, but no formal challenge was made.
Following a brief investigation into the book’s history and contents, a librarian returned the
book to the shelves.

Date of Resolution: Sept. 17, 2021

Sex Is a Funny Word: A Book about Bodies, Feelings, and You by Cory Silverberg

Date of Challenge: Sept. 1, 2021

Type of Book: juvenile non-fiction

A customer submitted a Request for Materials Reconsideration form and wrote: “l found this
book with my seven-year-old boy. It was placed on the shelf with books for young children! It is
vulgar and inappropriate. This is poison for young mind[s] and books like this should be
removed ... What message do you get by reading this title? Out body is a god temple, not a pig
sty! My child in disbelief brought it to me. He was disgusted.” The customer wanted the book
removed.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. The library surmised that an objection to
the theme of gender identity was part of this challenge. The library responded to the customer
with information about its collections policy and its decision to keep the book in the collection.
There was no further correspondence.

Date of Resolution: Sept. 8, 2021

The Small Black Knife by Pamela Hill

Date of Challenge: July 22, 2022

Type of Book: adult fiction

A library patron borrowed this book which has a rape scene. The patron disapproved of the
scene. The patron also described the book as a “piece of dated literature.” The patron admitted
to destroying the book but paid for its replacement cost.
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The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed and the
patron asked for the book’s removal, but then the patron did not return the book and
destroyed it too. The library did not reorder a copy of The Small Black Knife.

Date of Resolution: Aug. 11, 2022

Sous le soleil exactement by Anne-Fleur Multon
Date of Challenge: Sept. 28, 2021
Type of Book: juvenile fiction
A member of the library staff objected to the profanity (“lots of swear words”) in the book. He
or she proposed reclassifying the book and moving it to a more age-appropriate collection.
The library has a policy that deals with challenges. A written challenge was filed. The library
moved the book from the juvenile collection to the teen collection.
Date of Resolution: Oct. 12, 2021

There Is No Difference: An Argument for the Abolition of the Indian Reserve System and
Special Race-based Laws and Entitlements for Canada’s Indians by Peter Best
Date of Challenge: Jan. 28, 2022
Type of Book: adult non-fiction
A library patron emailed the library to suggest a review of the book in case it contained racist
ideas. The patron wanted the title removed.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, but no written challenge was filed. Later,
a librarian reviewed the book and concluded that it had a place in the collection. The library
contacted the patron to have a conversation, but the patron did not respond. The book’s status
in the collection remained the same.
Date of Resolution: Feb. 11, 2022

This Song Is (Not) for You by Laura Nowlin
Date of Challenge: Oct. 4, 2021
Type of Book: teen fiction
An adult complainant objected to the book’s treatment of asexuality as a problem that made
forming relationships more difficult. The complainant requested that the library put a label on
the book to indicate its “inaccurate information.”

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was filed. Later,
a librarian wrote: “The book was retained without any labels added. It has good reviews and
other public libraries have it. Our policy is to not affix warning labels.” No change to the book’s

status occurred.
Date of Resolution: Oct. 24, 2021
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The Travels of Babar by Jean de Brunhoff

Date of Challenge: July 28, 2022

Type of Book: picture book

A parent pointed out racist drawings and language in the book and said that they perpetuated
stereotypes about Indigenous and black people. The parent asked the library to either remove
the book or relocate it for older children.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges, and a written challenge was filed. Later,
the library decided to retain the book in the picture book section. A librarian wrote: “The
illustrations and language pointed out by the patron are undeniably racist, but the book still has
merit and is in steady demand by our patrons.”

Date of Resolution: Aug. 5, 2022

Unrecorded Authors and Titles

COVID-19 Information Guide
Date of Challenge: Sept. 13, 2021
Type of Publication: public information
The CPL has a COVID-19 guide that explains newly introduced vaccine cards. A complainant
linked the guide to tyranny in Eastern Europe and claimed that forcing people to take an
experimental vaccine violated the Canadian Constitution. The complainant wanted the guide
removed.

The library has a policy that deals with challenges. The library denied the request to
remove the guide because many customers wanted this information.
Date of Resolution: Sept. 14, 2021

Publications on Display During Black History Month at One Library

Date of Vandalism: Feb. 26, 2022

Type of Book: picture book

A member of the library’s staff reported that the front cover of a picture book had been sliced
many times and a piece of the illustrated character's face had been cut out. The library
searched its video camera recordings but could not find the perpetrator of the book’s
defacement.

Date of Vandalism: March 1, 2022

Type of Book: juvenile fiction

While taking down the display, the same member of the library’s staff discovered that another
book had been damaged in the same way. The library searched its video camera recordings but
could not find the perpetrator of the book’s defacement.
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Date: late February or early March 2022

Type of Publication: magazine

A damaged magazine featuring a black celebrity was found. The cover was ripped, not cut, so
the library couldn’t establish whether vandalism had occurred.

The Read Woke Reading Program

Date of Challenge: Jan. 12, 2022

Type of Publications: various

A female library patron emailed a complaint about the library’s Read Woke Reading Program to
a Library Board member who was also a city councillor. The patron found the program “very
upsetting and rather racist” because the library was promoting Indigenous, black, Asian,
LGBTQ2S+ and female publications and had neglected “European” books.

“I am tired of being sidelined as if the contribution and value added to this country by my
family do not count,” the patron wrote. “The funding for many of the initiatives that support
groups that are less fortunate come from the majority who work hard and pay taxes so that
others can have a better life.”

The library’s CEO responded to the complaint, and the patron was invited to appear before
the Library Board at its next meeting (Feb. 8, 2022). The patron accepted the invitation and
stated her concerns. But the Board chose not to act on the patron’s comments, and the
program continued unchanged.

Date of Resolution: Feb. 8, 2022
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